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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

AQUENT LLC,

)
)
)
Opposer, )
)
V. ) Opposition No
) 91166064
ACQUIENT LLC, )
) Application S.N
Applicant. ) 76/568018
)

OPPOSER’'S MOTION FOR SUMMARY JUDGMENT

This opposition concerns the application of Acgquient
LLC to register the mark ACQUIENT & Design for certain
services. Opposer Aquent LLC originally opposed on the
ground of Section 2(d) likelihood of confusion, but it has
now moved to amend its Notice of Opposition to add the
additional ground of fraud on the US Patent and Trademark
Office.

The factual basis for the addition of the fraud
allegation, in brief, is as follows:

Applicant Acquient LLC, when it filed the opposed use-
based application, verified that the mark ACQUIENT & Design
was in use in connection with “sales training, recruiting,
consulting, and management services.” However, during the

discovery deposition of Ken Wolff, CEO of applicant



Acquient LLC, Opposer learned that Applicant has never
offered “recruiting” services. Thus Applicant committed a
fraud on the USPTO by falsely stating under oath, at the
time of filing, that the mark was in use on all the recited
services when in fact it was not, and had never been, in
use for “recruiting services.”

Opposer hereby moves for summary judgment sustaining

this opposition on the ground of fraud.

I. Statement of Undisputed Facts

1. The opposed Application Serial Number 76/568018
was filed by Acquient LLC on December 31, 2003, under
Section 1(a) of the Trademark Act. Acquient verified that
the mark was in actual use for “sales training, recruiting,
consulting, and management services.” Applicant claimed
first use dates of August 1, 2000. (See Exhibit 1 hereto).

2. On May 18, 2004, counsel for Opposer Aquent LLC
(then named Aquent, Inc.), wrote to Applicant stating that
use of the mark ACQUIENT by Applicant in connection with
recruiting services would be likely to cause confusion vis-
d-vis Opposer’s registered mark AQUENT. (See Exhibit 2
hereto) .

3. On or about July 30, 2004, Applicant amended the

recitation of services in the subject application to delete



the term “recruiting,” re-writing the recitation of
services to read “sales training; business consultation in
the field of sales; business management services.” (Exhibit
3).

4, On or about December 2, 2004, the recitation of
services in the application was further amended to

“Business consultation in the field of sales, business

management services (class 35); sales training (class 41).
(Exhibit 4)
5. The subject application was published for

opposition on April 19, 2005.

6. Opposer Aquent LLC filed its Notice of Opposition
on July 29, 2005.

7. On October 6, 2005, Ken Wolff, CEO of Applicant,
testified under oath on deposition that Applicant Acquient
LLC has never provided recruiting services:

Q. Well, I mean, as CEO of Acquient, do

you believe your company provides recruiting

services?
A. No.
Q. Do you believe that your company has

ever provided recruiting services?
A. No.

(Exhibit 5, pp. 21-22, lines 8-14).



IT. Argument

Fraud occurs in a trademark application when an
applicant makes a false and material representation of fact
in connection with its application to register. For
example, fraud may be found when no use of the mark was
made on some of the goods recited in a use-based
application as of the application filing date. See Medinol
Ltd. v. Neuro VASX, Inc., 67 USPQ2d 1205 (TTAB 2003) [fraud
found in statement of use where no use of mark on one of
two listed goods].

Here, Applicant filed a use-based application stating
that its mark was in use for “sales training, recruiting,
consulting, and management services.” (Exhibit 1). That was
not true. Applicant’s CEO, Ken Wolff, has stated under oath
the Applicant Acquient has never provided recruiting
services. (See Exhibit 5, and particularly pp. 21-22, lines
8-14) .

When it filed the opposed application, Applicant
verified that the mark was in actual use for the recited
services. The application includes the standard form
Declaration under Section 18 U.S.C., verifying the contents
of the application. (Exhibit 1).

Applicant’s statement that the subject mark was in use

as of the filing date, when there was in fact no use, was a



false representation. It was a material representation
because under Section 1(a) of the Trademark Act,
registration would have been disallowed but for Applicant’s
misrepresentation, since the USPTO will not issue a
registration covering services upon which a mark has not
been used.

Applicant’s subsequent amendment of the application
(Exhibit 3), after receiving a letter from Opposer (Exhibit
2), to delete “recruiting” services does not cure the
fraud. As noted in Medinol, " deletion of the goods upon
which the mark has not yet been used does not remedy an
alleged fraud upon the Office. If fraud can be shown in the
procurement of a registration, the entire resulting
registration is void." (Id. at 1208).

The reasoning of Medinol applies equally to a pending
application: A fraudulent statement in an application, once
made, cannot be later retracted and the fraud cured. The
application must be deemed void ab initio. To hold
otherwise would be to condone the making of false and
material statements in trademark applications, a scenario
that would be wholly unacceptable. If the verification of
an application is to have any meaning, then an applicant

must be required to make sure that the factual statements



in the application are correct. That is not an onerous

task: all the Applicant has to do is tell the truth.

In sum, Applicant made a fraudulent statement

regarding use of its mark when it filed the application

here opposed. Consequently the subject application should

be deemed void ab initio and summary judgment in favor of

Opposer should be entered on the ground of fraud.

III. Conclusion

For the foregoing reasons, Opposer’s motion for

summary judgment should be granted, and the opposition

should be sustained.
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~TRADEMARK/SERVICE MARK APPLICATION (15 U.S.C. §§ 1051, 1126(d)&(e))~
~To the Commissioner for Trademarks~
<APPLICANT INFORMATION>

<Name> Acquient LLC

<Street> 2070 Chain Bridge Road, Suite 150
<City> Vienna

<State> VA

<Country> USA

<Zip/Postal Code>22182

<Telephone Number> 703-356-8200

<Fax Number> 202-628-3834

<e-mail Address> étheriot@cmgpc .com

<APPLICANT ENTFITY INFORMATION>~Select only ONE~

<Individual: Country GECitizenship>

<Corporation: State/Country of Incorporation™>

<Partnership: State/Country under which Organized>

<Name(s) of General'Partner(s) & Citizenship/Incorporation>

<Qther Entity Type: Specific Nature of Entity> Limited Liability Company
<State/Country under which Organized> USA

<TRADEMARK/SERVICE MARK INFORMATION>

<Mark> Design of the word acquient displayed horizontally in lowercase letters with five

<Typed Form>~Enter YES, if appropriate~ circles/ovals above the word and three below
~DISPLAY THE MARK that you want to register on a separate piece of paper (even if simply a ward(s)) Please see additional
HELP instructions.~

<BASIS FOR FILINGAND GOODS/SERVICES INFORMATION>

<Use in Commerce: Section 1(a)>~Applicant is using or is using through a related company the mark in commerce on or
in connection with the below-identified goods and/or services (15 U.S.C § 1051(a)).~

<International Class Number(s)>
<Listing of Goods and/or Services>~List in ascending numerical class order. Please see sample in HELP instructions.~

Sales training, recruiting, consulting, and management services.

<Date of First Use Anywhere>8/1/2000

<Date of First Use in Commerce> 8/1/2000 ]
~Submit one (1) SPECIMEN for each international class showing the mark as used in commnerce.~

PTO Fonn 1478 (REV 12/59) u.s. DEPARTMENTOF COMMERCEIPI\.!N lndTndamnk Office
OMB Control No. 05510009 (Exp. &'31/200!) There is no i d lo Mection ol B
wnless a currently valid OMB ‘nurberis displayed.

teceived from < USPTO > at 7/22/03 7:52:42 AM [Eastern Daylight Time]



usptTo 12/29/72003 9:43 AM PAGE b/009Y rFax server
Mrs. Dana Theriot COMPANY:

<FEE INFORMATION>

[ $335.00 x <Number of Classes> | = <Total Filing Fee Paid> § w, 3%< .00

< SIGNATURE INFORMATION>

~Applicant requests registration of the above-identified mark in the United States Patent and Trademark Office on the Principal
Register established by Act of July 5, 1946 (15 U.S.C. § 1051 et seq.) for the above-identified goods and/or services.

The undersigned, belng hereby wamed that wiliful false statements and the llke so made are punishablé by fine or .
imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S_C. § 1001, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the
application or any resulting registration, declares that he/she is properly authorized to execute this application on behalf
of the applicant; he/she believes the applicant ta be the owner of the trademark/service mark sought to be registered, or, if
the application is being filed under 15 U.S.C. § 1051(b), he/she believes applicant to be entitled to use such mark in
commerce; to the best of his/her knowledge and belief no other person, firm, corporation, or association has the right to
use the mark in commerce, either in the identical form thereof or in such near resemblance thereto as to be likely, when
used on or in connection with the goods/services of such other person, to cause confusion, orto cause mistake, orto
deceive; and that all statements made of hisfher own knowledge are true; and that all statements made on information

and belief are believed to be true ~
~Signaturé~__[f %ﬂ ié/ ﬁé/z/ Of

<Date> 12— 24—03
<Name> Dana G. THprior

<t 7T Mﬁ_grz@ﬁ,gg(/‘ 77274

<CONTACT INFORMATION>

<Name> bana Theriot
<Company/Firm Name> CRRR, MORRIS & GRAEFF, P.C.
<Street> 1120 G Street, N.W. Suite 930

<City> Washington

<State> pc

<Country> usa

<Zip/Postal Code>20005-3801
<Telephone Number> 202-789-1000
KFax Number> 202-628-3834

<e-Mail Address> dtheriot@cmgpc.com

The information collected on this fomrn nllows the PTO 1o determnine whether & mark may be registered on the Prncipal or Supplemental Reg:slzr and provides notice of an appli ’s claim of ship of the
mark or bons &de inlent Lo usz Lhe mark in commerce. Responses to Lhe request for mfbmnum ae reqmnd to obtain the benefil of a cegistration on the Principal or &lppl:mmlll Register. 15 U.S.C. §41051 et
seq. and 37 CFR Part 2. Al information collected will be made public. Gathesing and pr \g the i ion will require an estimated seventeen Lo tvenly-thico minutes. " Please dircct comments on the ime .

needted 10 complete this fonn, and/or suggestions for reducing this birden © the Chief Inbrmation Officer, U.S. Patemt and Trademark Office, U.S. Dx of C glon D.C. 20231, Please
nole thal the PTO may not conduct or sp & collection of'infk ion using a form that does not display a valid OMB control number. (See botton ld\ sde of this form).

Received from <USPTO > at 7/22/03 7.52:42 AM [Eastern Daylight Time}
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FILING RECEIPT FOR TRADEMARK APPLICATION

Jan 20, 2004
This acknowledges receipt on the FILING DATE of the application for registration for the mark identified below. The FILING DATE is contingent upon all minimum filing date
requirements being met. Your application will be considered in the order in which it was received. Action on the merits should be expected from the United States Patent and
Trademark Office (USPTO) approximately six months from the FILING DATE. When inquiring about this application, include the SERIAL NUMBER, FILING DATE, OWNER
NAME and MARK.

DANA THERIOT
CARR, MORRIS & GRAEFF, P.C. ATTORNEY
1120 G STREET, N.W. SUITE 930 REFERENCE NUMBER

WASHINGTON DC 20005-3801

PLEASE REVIEW THE ACCURACY OF THE FILING RECEIPT DATA.
A request for correction to the filing receipt should be submitted within 30 days. Such request may be submitted by mail to: COMMISSIONER FOR TRADEMARKS , 2900
CRYSTAL DRIVE , ARLINGTON , VIRGINIA 22202-3514 ; by fax to 703-308-9096; or by e-mail to tmfiling.receipt@uspto.gov. The USPTO will review the request and
make corrections when appropriate.

SERIAL NUMBER: 76/568018

FILING DATE: Dec 31,2003

REGISTER: Principal

LAW OFFICE: 102

MARK: ACQUIENT

MARK TYPE(S): Service Mark

DRAWING TYPE: Words, letters, or numbers and design
FILING BASIS: Sect. 1(a) (Use in Commerce)

ATTORNEY: Dana Theriot
OWNER: Acquient LLC (UNITED STATES, Limited Liability Company)
2070 Chain Bridge Road, Suite 150
Vienna , VIRGINIA 22182
FOR: Sales training, recruiting, consulting, and management services
INT. CLASS: 041
FIRST USE: Aug 1, 2000 USE IN COMMERCE: Aug 1, 2000
ALL OF THE GOODS/SERVICES IN EACH CLASS ARE LISTED
OTHER DATA

DESCRIPTION OF MARK: Design of the word acquient displayed horizontally in lowercase letters with five cirlces/ovals above the word and three below.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION MAY BE PRESENT IN THE USPTO RECORDS
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FOLEY
HOAG wur

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
John L. Welch
Counsel
Bostan Office
617.832.1258
May 18, 2004 jwelch@foleyhoag.com
Acquient LLC
2070 Chain Bridge Road
Suite 150

Vienna, VA 22182
Re: AQUENT®
Dear Sir or'Madam:

This firm serves as trademark counsel to Aquent, Inc. of Boston, Massachusetts.
Our client is the owner of the federally-registered service mark AQUENT for staffing,
consulting, and outsourcing services in a variety of fields and industries.

It has come to our attention that your company is using and seeking to register

the name ACQUIENT in connection with personnel recruitment, staffing, and consulting
O services. In view of the striking similarity between the words ACQUIENT and

AQUENT, the relatedness of the services, and the obvious overlap in customers, our
client is very concerned that your company’s use of the name ACQUINET will cause
confusion, mistake, and deception as to the source of your company’s services. Clients
and potential clients are likely to believe that your services emanate from, or are
sponsored or approved by Aquent, Inc. Any dissatisfaction with your company’s
services will reflect upon and irreparably damage our client’s reputation and goodwill
embodied in its AQUENT mark and name.

We would appreciate your providing us with a full description of your services
and your customer base, as well as copies of brochures, advertising, and other
promotional materials describing your services, in order that we may fully assess the
potential for customer confusion. Of course, we would welcome any comments you may
have as to why you may think confusion is or is not likely. '

We look forward to your response.

Very truly yours,
John L. Welch

() JLW/jws

Seaport World Trade Center West / 155 Seaport Blvd. / Boston, MA 02210-2600 / TEL: 617.832.1000 / FAX: 617.832.7000
Foley Hoag LLp BOSTON WASHINGTON, DC www.foleyhoag.com
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**Please place on Upper Right Corner**
**of Response to Office Action ONLY.**

Examining Attorney: SUAREZ MARIA-VICTORIA
CARR, MORRIS & Serial Number: 76/568018

ROV

ATTORNEYS
1120 G STREI

WASHINGTON, D.C. cuvwub-sow
202-7892-1000

FAX 202-628-3834

DANA G. THERIOT
202-628-2418 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED IN

E-MAIL: DTHERIOT@CMGPC.COM Ju]y 30, 2004 DC MD VA NY NJ FL

U.S Patent & Trademark Office

Commissioner tor Trademarks

2900 Crystal Drive

Arlington, Virginia 2202-3514

Attn: Maria-Victoria Suarez
Law Office 102

Re: Serial No. 78/568018 — ACQUIENT
Response to Office Action dated July 27, 2004

Dear Ms. Suarez:

We are in receipt of the Office Action from your office dated July 27, 2004. Acquient,
LLC responds to the issues posed in the office action as follows:

State of Organization Omitted
The owner, Acquient LLC, is organized under the laws of the State of Maryland.
Recitation of Services

The applicant adopts the following description of services: sales training; business
consultation in the field of sales; business management services.

Thank you for your assistance. If you have any questions please contact me directly at
(202) 628-2418.

Very truly yours,
L) M ﬁl&/@
ana G. Theriot

R A

08-02-2004

U.S. Patent & TMOfc/TM Mail Rept Dt. #72
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CARR, MoRRIs & GRAEFF, P.C.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
1120 G STREET, N.W.
SUITE 230
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-380I
202-789-1000

FAX 202-628-3834

DANA G. THERIOT
202-628-2418 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED IN

E-MAIL: DTHERIOT@CMGPC.COM December 1, 2004 DC MD VA NY NJ FL

**Please place on Upper Right Corner**

Commissioner for Trademarks **of Response to Office Action ONLY.**

P.O. Box 1451 ~ Examining Attorney: SUAREZ,MARIA-VICTORIA

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1451 Serial Number: 76/568018 :

A edemak Aomey (Lo WAL
Trademark Attorney (Law Office 102) } ’“”l 'II‘""I‘ I" RN

Re:  Response to Office Action
Mark - ACQUIENT (Serial No. 76/568018)

Dear Ms. Suarez:

We are in receipt of the office action dated November 23, 2004 regarding the above-
referenced trademark application. Please amend the application to reflect the fact that the
trademark is in two service classes - namely:

e Business consultation in the filed of sales, business management services (Class 35)
e Sales training (Class 41)

The applicant submits that the date upon which the mark was first used anywhere and the
date upon which the mark was first used in commerce was August 1, 2000. The Office Action
indicates that the previously provided specimen is acceptable for both classes. Further, the
applicant attests that “the specimen was in use in commerce at least as early as the filing date of
the application.”

Enclosed please find a check in the amount of $335.00 made payable to the “Director of
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office™ to cover the additional filing fee.

The undersigned being warned that willful false statements and the like are punishable by
fine or imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. 1001, and that such willful false statements and
the like may jeopardize the validity of the application or document or any registration resulting
therefrom, declares that all statements made of his/her own knowledge are true; and all
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true.  /

%’fg

ana G. Theriot
Attorney for Applicant

3,

2

A

12-02-2004

U.S, Patent & TMOfc/TM Mait Rept Dt #74
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE |

BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

L CERTIFIED
AQUENT, LLC, : | CQPY

Opposer : Opposition No.
v. : 91164326
ACQUIENT, LLC,
Applicant : Application S.N.
| 78/342888

30(b) (6) Deposition of KEN WOLFF
Washington, D.C.
Thursday, October 6, 2005

9:06 A.M.

Job No.: 1-64847

Pages: 1 - 127

Reported by: Susan B. Fillmore, R.P.R.

1100 Connecticut Avenue, NW ¢ Suite 850, Washington, D.C. 20036
Tel: 202.861.3410  800.292.4789 « Fax: 202.861.3425
Web: ladreporting.com * E-mail: lisa@Iladreporting.com
Additional Offices: Rockville, MD ¢ Baltimore, MD ¢ Greenbelt, MD « McLean, VA
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DEPOSITION OF KEN WOLFF
CONDUCTED ON THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2005

30(b) (6) Deposition of KEN WOLFF, held at §

the offices of:

FOLEY HOAG, LLP

1875 K Street, Northwest
Suite 800

Washington, D.C. 20006

(202) 223-1200

Pursuant to Notice before Susan B.
Fillmore, Registered Professional Reporter and

Notary Public of the District of Columbia.

L.A.D. REPORTING & DIGITAL VIDEOGRAPHY
(202) 861-3410 (B0O) 292-4789 (301) 762-8282 (703) 288-0026 (410) 539-3664
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DEPOSITION OF KEN WOLFF

CONDUCTED ON THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2005

A

Q

Please state your full name.

Ken Wolff.

How do you spell your last name?
W-O-L-F-F.

Where do you live?

Rockville, Maryland.

Can you please describe your educational

background, starting with college.

A

I have a bachelor's degree and then some

credits towards an MBA.

Q

Okay. Where did you receive your

bachelor's degree?

A
Q
A
Q

A

U Mass, Aﬁherst.

What was your major?

Liberal arts major.

How are you currently employed?

I'm a partner in Acquient, LLC. Or

probably more appropriately technically, a member —-

it's an LLC -- not a partner.
0 You don't have a specific title?
A I'm designated the CEO.
Q And what are your responsibilities as CEO

(202) 861-3410

T N e e T T g o W e 1T e e Y T g T

L.A.D. REPORTING & DIGITAL VIDEOGRAPHY

(800) 292-4789 (301) 762-8282 (703) 288-0026 (410) 539-3664
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DEPOSITION OF KEN WOLFF
CONDUCTED ON THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2005

9 [

of Acquient, LLC? 3

A I participate in.the decisions with the
other partner regarding the firm, but other than
that, it's primarily client service.

Q How long have you been CEO?

A Eight years, next month.

Q Have you held any other positions at
Acquient, LLC?

A No.

Q  What were you doing before you were CEO of
Acquient?

A I owned another company.

Q: What was the name of that company?

A Wolff, Martin & Associates.

Q And what was the nature of that company?

A Temporary services, in the commercial

food service industry only.

Q All right. Can you give some approximate
dates on.when you were doing that?

A 2001 until, I guess -- I'm sorry. '91
until '95, pardon me. '95 I sold the company and

stayed on with the acquirer, which was Adecco, and

(202) 861-3410 (800) 292-4789 (301) 762-8282 (703) 288-0026 (410) 539-3664
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DEPOSITION OF KEN WOLFF
CONDUCTED ON THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2005

21 |
' BY MR. YOUNKIN:

0 All right, thank you.

A Just for clarity, customer relationship
management software is a specific type of software.
So it's customer relationship management software

consulting, not software consulting.

Q Okay. Does Acquient provide recruiting
services?

A No.

Q Has Aquent Acquient ever provided

recruiting services?

A We advise our clients on recruiting
process. We do not recruit for our clients.

Q Okay.

A And related services like compensation,
interviewing process, psychometric assessment
processes, things of that nature. That's our role
in the recruiting.

Q Okay, well, let's take a step back, then.
I asked you whether Acquient provides recruiting

services, and then you said no.

A That's correct.

R T R B R T R A TR T

L.A.D. REPORTfNG & DIGITAL VIDEOGRAPHY

(202) 861-3410 (800) 292-4789 (301) 762-8282 (703) 288-0026 (410) 539-3664
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DEPOSITION OF KEN WOLFF
CONDUCTED ON THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2005

22 [
Q And I asked whether you had ever provided

recruiting services in the past, and you started to
answer about how you advise clients on recruiting,
et cetera.

A For clarity, we do not provide candidates
for our clients. Does that answer the éuestioﬁ
sufficiently?

Q Well, I mean, as CEO of Acquient, do you

believe that your company provides recruiting

services?
A No.
Q Do you believe your company has ever

provided recruiting services?
A No.
Q Now, as part of -- you okay?
(Brief interruption in the proceedings.)
A Sorry.
Q That's all right.
As part of the services that Acquient
provides, you consult on your clients' sales force;
is that correct?

A That's a portion of what we do, but not

L.A.D. REPORTING & DIGITAL VIDEOGRAPHY
(202) 861-3410 (800) 292-4789 (301) 762-8282 (703) 288-0026 (410) 539-3664
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DEPOSITION OF KEN WOLFF
CONDUCTED ON THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2005

23 |
necessarily an accurate characterization of the ;

business we're in.

Q All right. Well, do you, as part of the
services that you provide, do you advise sometimes
your clients fhat they need to make chances in their
sales staff? |

A Yes.
0 And in fact not just sales staff, but
other types of staff, as well.
A Any staff related to or directly
influencing the growth initiative for the company.
Q And that advice might include advice that
the clients hire ceftain types of people; is that
" right?
A When you say types of people, that's too
nebulous question for me to answer that way. I can
tell you positions; we might advise them to hire
certain positions. We might at some times advise
them to hire specific experience level or industry
background.
Q All right.

But I believe you've testified

that you don't actually try to match your clients'

L.A.D. REPORTING & DIGITAL VIDEOGRAPHY
(202) 861-3410 (800) 292-4789 (301) 762-8282 (703) 288-0026 (410) 539-3664
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DEPOSITION OF KEN WOLFF
CONDUCTED ON THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2005

24
staffing needs to actual people.

In other words, you don't do the
recruiting yourself.

A No, that‘s correct. But it is probably
more cléar for you to ask that whether or not we
éource the candidates for our clients. In other
words --

0 Well, I'll ask the questions.

A I understand, but for an accurate
characterization of I think what you're asking me,
is we may, and often do, advise a client about, you
kpow, bringing a certain position aboard, but we do
nof find the candidates for them. It's up to fhem,
and they can choose who they wish.

Q Do you -- when you encounter a situation
where you're advising a client that they need to
add, say, a new position to their employees, do you
recommend any certain companies who could help them

out with that?

A Yes.
Q Are there specific companies that you
recommend?
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A If Rainfield Group is retained by a client

and some other firm of fheir choosing, and they look
at a significant number of candidates for a
position, and ask us if we want to opine on any of
those individuals, we would never do that under a
circumstance knowing the origin of the candidate.

So we would show no bias.

Q I see. So if I can, just to understand,
how your business works, for example, you would go
into a company and say, I think that you need to
hire this type of a -- you need to add this position
to your organization.

.A Yes.

Q And then they would ask you for a
recommendation.

A They may.

Q And you might say, Rainfield Group.

A For this position, yes.

Q And they might on their own also retain
other recruiting companies.

A That's correct.

Q And then while you have no role in the
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